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when Thou takest away. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, have
mercy upon me.

To thy fatherly protection, O Lord, I commend this
family. Bless, guide, and defend them, that they may so pass
through this world, as finally to enjoy in thy presence ever-
lasting happiness, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.5

1783. ^ETAT. 74.] - In 1783, he was more severely afflicted
than ever, as will appear in the course of his correspondence;
but still the same ardour for literature, the same constant
piety, the same kindness for his friends, and the same vivacity
both in conversation and writing, distinguished him.
On Friday, March 21, having arrived in London the night
before, I was glad to find him at Mrs Thrale's house, in
Argyll-street, appearances of friendship between them being
still kept up. I was shewn into his room, and after the first
salutation he said, 'I am glad you are come. I am very ill.' He
looked pale, and was distressed with a difficulty of breathing;
but after the common inquiries he assumed his usual strong
animated style of conversation.
He talked with regret and indignation of the factious op-
position to Government at this time, and imputed ita in a
great measure, to the Revolution. 'Sir, (said he, in a low
voice, having come nearer to me, while his old prejudices
seemed to be fermenting in his mind,) this Hanoverian family
is isolee here. They have no friends. Now the Stuarts had
friends who stuck by them so late as 1745. When the right of
the King is not reverenced, there will not be reverence for
those appointed by the King.'
His observation that the present royal family has no
friends, has been too much justified by the very ungrateful
behaviour of many who were under great obligations to his
Majesty; at the same time there are honourable exceptions;
and the very next year after this conversation, and ever since,
the King has had as extensive and generous support as ever
was given to any monarch, and has had the satisfaction of
knowing that he was more and more endeared to his people.
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